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Disc 2

5 Pronunciation guide

Mick Miles

Verse words: Sussex, England
Tune and chorus words: Chris Bylett
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1.Down in the for - est, by an old oak tree, A smug-gler, Mick
2. The race was run in the for - est so  green, A race run SO

3. Mick saved his soul, but the a-ve-nue did stay, And  noth-ing will
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Miles, the De - vil did see, Who asked for his soul, but a
fast had ne - ver been seen, The trees were a - blaze with the
grow there to this ve - ry day, The De - vil had gone and
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chal-lenge Mick gave, To run a race and his soul __ to save.
speed they did run, That left a broad a-ve-nue, but MickMiles had  won.
left all a - lone, A vic - t'ry for Mick and his soul was  his own.
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Run  fast Mick me boy, fast as the wind, For the De-wvil’s a -
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-try - ing your soul  for to win, Run  straight through the for - est, as
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fast  as  you can, You must run  fast to beat him or else you’re  his man.

There are lots of stories about the devil in Sussex, according to which Sussex folk delighted in tormenting him and
outwitting him with native cunning. In this well-known tale, Mick Miles (or Mills) agreed to a race of a mile with the devil (we
don't know why or how); the devil lost and Mick Miles kept his soul. From that time onwards, nothing has grown along the
track of their race in St Leonard’s Forest. The tune and words to the chorus are by singer and guitarist Chris Bylett, who lived
on the edge of the forest.

A suggested tempo is J =68, to get a feel of the speed of the race.
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